LESSON #6: Education (elementary - senior high grade levels)

Lesson Objectives: Students will be able to understand:

1. Respectful ways to ask people, from other countries and cultures, questions about
that country or culture.

2. Some of the difficulties of starting school not speaking English.

3. That different countries speak and write their own language.

4. That immigrants often know little or no English when coming to the United States.

Procedure: Students will view Chapter Four of the documentary Good Neighbors: A
History of Chinese People in Lewiston, Idaho (1860s - 1970s).

The teacher or a student will read George Eng’s graduation speech (included
below).

Activities:

1. Individually or in small groups students will closely examine the photograph of
George Eng in the first grade, then make a list of similarities and differences
between the students and the classroom in the photo and their current classroom
and students.

2. In small groups students discuss some methods to help a non-English speaker in
her or his first months of school. They might also discuss any personal experience
they have had not speaking the local language.

3. Read articles about the Lewiston High School Graduation of 1933 in Lewiston
Morning Tribune:

LMT 05/17/33 p.10 “AWARD OF DIPLOMAS”
LMT 05/18/33 p. 2

Both of these articles are at the same URL listed below, with the 05/17/33 article
appearing right before the 05/18/33 front page.

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=BtfE7wd9KvMC&dat=19330518&printsec
=frontpage&hl=en

4. Write a graduation speech focused on Lewiston’s connection to a current global
issue.

Resources:

Documentary film: Good Neighbors: A History of Chinese People in Lewiston, Idaho
(1860s - 1970s).

Lewiston Morning Tribune articles available through Google News Archives

Photographs of George Eng (included below)

George Eng’s graduation speech (included below)



Immigration Photo of George Eng




The back of George Eng’s immigration photo, showing
he sailed on the USS President McKinley;
Ng Kay June is his Chinese name.




George Eng (in black bowtie) in Whitman Elementary School classroom
in Lewiston, Idaho
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Lewiston High School, 1933 Graduation
(George Eng on bottom left)




George Eng’s Graduation Speech (3 pages)










Alyse Cadez, who prepared this curriculum, grew up in the rural West, in an area
much like the Lewis/Clark Valley. She says, "I know the importance of recognizing
the many different people and cultures that make up a community. Working on this
project brought back this importance.” Alyse has a B.S. in Conservation Education
from the University of Colorado/Boulder and a K-8 teaching certificate from Mesa
State College. For 31 years she worked as an education specialist for the National
Park Service, ending at Nez Perce National Historical Park.



